
1 
 

 

 

 

 

GUIDEBOOK FOR INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS 

 

 

 

BEFORE LEAVING HOME 

APPLICATION 

REQUIREMENTS 

VISA 

REGISTRATION 

A PLACE TO STAY 

MONEY MATTERS 

  



2 
 

BEFORE LEAVING HOME 

There is a lot of important information you need to ascertain before you become an international degree or non-degree seeking student.  
First of all, although the university does not require a certificate of proficiency in Portuguese, our courses are taught in Portuguese, as is the 
course material. You can find some of the course material in English and we have Portuguese courses for foreigners, but it’s best if you speak 
some Portuguese. Also, the application process takes a few months to complete, and has to be done at least 6 months prior to the start of 
term. 
Our university is a government-funded higher education institution and, as such, we don’t charge tuition. That means you don’t have to pay 
any fees to apply; however, you are not exempt from your financial obligations with your home university. 
If you’re interested in becoming a degree seeking student, you should take the National Entry Exam (ENEM).  
 

APPLICATION 

Academic Mobility for non-degree seeking students 
 
Students interested in academic mobility must print out the Academic Mobility Application Form, fill it out and present it at their university’s 
international office, which must sign and stamp it, attesting the student’s eligibility for a mobility program. The form must be forwarded to us 
at incoming@ufabc.edu.br, along with a few other documents (see below).  
 

REQUIREMENTS 

All applicants should have a valid passport so they can send us a copy of the identification pages. Mobility students must send us a scanned 
copy of the identification pages of their passports and a copy of their Academic Transcript, which is provided by the home university.  

 

VISA 

You will come to Brazil on a student visa – VISTO TEMPORÁRIO IV, type IV visa, which is valid for a year and must be renewed before it expires. 
It allows you to study and to find internships while you’re here. Please keep in mind that while you may accept paid internships, you won’t be 
permitted to take formal employment here. 
The acceptance letter is the official document provided by us confirming that you have been accepted into our university. We send them via 
email and a printout copy is usually enough for a student visa application.  
After you have received your acceptance letter, you should request your student visa at a Brazilian embassy or consulate. Here’s a list (in 
Portuguese) of cities in alphabetical order of all Brazilian offices around the world. For every different country, there is a different set of rules 
and requirements. The link to the visa application form is here. For instructions in English, click on the British flag. 
 
You’ll need information about the university to complete your visa form: 
Name of institution: Fundação Universidade Federal do ABC 
Address: Avenida dos Estados, 5001 
City: Santo André 
State/Province: São Paulo (SP) 
Postal Code: 09210-580 
Telephone number: +55 11 3356 7220 
Email: incoming@ufabc.edu.br 
 
Make sure you keep all original documents, especially the visa form. You’ll need it later to register with the Ministry of Justice and the Federal 
Police in Brazil. 
We strongly recommend you check out IATA’s Travel Centre for customs and travel information. Their website is 
http://www.iatatravelcentre.com. 

 

REGISTRATION 

After you have received your acceptance letter, you’ll receive instructions on how to establish access to our online resources.  
The first step is to register at https://acesso.ufabc.edu.br/cadastro/index, and you can use your passport number for that. Just choose 
“Passaporte” from the drop down menu and inform the passport number in “Número do documento”; click “Continuar” to go on to the next 
page. 
You will then review your personal information and select a screen name and a password; the website’s default language is Portuguese, but it’s 
a simple matter of checking if the information is correct. Let us know whether they’re wrong or if you have any problems. 
With those credentials, you’ll be able to log into the student email system (your email will be yourscreenname@aluno.ufabc.edu.br), the 
enrollment and library systems, as well as Tidia Ae, our learning management system. 
The enrollment system can be accessed at http://matricula.ufabc.edu.br/, and you can log in to enroll in courses at least two months prior 
to your arrival and the start of term. Every year, the exact date changes, as it depends on the current calendar. 
When you log in, you’ll see the courses listed in three separate categories (“Obrigatórias” or Mandatory, “Opção Limitada” or Limited Option, 
“Livres” or Free credits), but you can sign up for any of them, according to your availability. The courses are displayed in alphabetical order, 

http://enem.inep.gov.br/
mailto:incoming@ufabc.edu.br
http://www.itamaraty.gov.br/o-ministerio/o-brasil-no-exterior
https://scedv.serpro.gov.br/frscedv/index.jsp
http://www.iatatravelcentre.com/
https://acesso.ufabc.edu.br/cadastro/index
http://matricula.ufabc.edu.br/
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with the course code followed by the course name, number of seats offered and number of sign up requests, and in brackets (X – X – X) the 
information about the course CLH, meaning the hours spent in lectures for Contact, the hours spent in Laboratories for practice and the 
required amount of Home study, which you should take into consideration when you plan your schedule. You’ll also be able to see the 
campus a course is being offered at and the time of classes, when you click “Ver detalhes”. 
As you select your preferred courses, you’ll see the timetable “Tabela de horários” filling up, with color codes for each course. When it’s 
colored red, it means something could be wrong.  
Please note that, for practical reasons, some courses with a total of 3 hours of Contact have one weekly class of 2 hours and a biweekly one of 
2 hours, so as to avoid leaving blank periods and maximize class time. Biweekly classes are planned as “semanal I” or “semanal II”, as terms 
starts with week type I. If you pick two courses with biweekly classes, they have to be of different week types. So make sure you take this into 
account and create a conflict-free schedule. 
Students also have to fill out the Incoming Student Form, sent with the enrollment procedures, where they’ll provide travel info, emergency 
contacts, health insurance info and other personal details.  
 

A PLACE TO STAY 

In Brazil, it’s not common for public universities to have residence halls, which is why we don’t offer Campus Living. Here are some of the 
alternatives available to our students, Brazilians and foreigners alike. 
 

1. Temporary accommodations 
 
a. Hotels 
 
Hotels can be quite expensive, especially in places close to São Paulo, and are not a very good option if you’re on a tight budget. There are 
two hotels within walking distance of the university, one for each campus.  
Ibis Santo André (Accor) is located next to a shopping center and a city park, and it takes you a 15-minute walk to reach campus. Their rates 
start at R$ 150.  
PalmLeaf Residence (Bhaisa Group), located in São Bernardo do Campo, about 10 minutes away from campus and a shopping center, offers 
discounts for guests who stay for more than 30 days. In that case, their rate is R$ 125. 
 

b. Youth hostels 
 
There are no certified hostels in Santo André or São Bernardo do Campo, but there are plenty in São Paulo close to subway stations, which 
makes it easy to reach Santo André by train.  
We suggest you try either one of these two hostels that are part of Hostelling International – HI. One of them is Praça da Árvore Hostel, close 
to Praça da Árvore subway station. You can make reservations on their website (in English) and find more information about pricing, location 
and what kind of amenities they offer. The other is Pousada dos franceses, close to Avenida Paulista. You can make reservations on their 
website (in English) and find more information about pricing, location and what kind of amenities they offer.  
Please, read this to check HI’s membership requirements. 
 

2. Repúblicas (home sharing) 
 
Most of our students live in shared houses/apartments called “Repúblicas”. They can be run by the students themselves or by other people, 
who rent the houses and manage the bills. They’re mostly within walking distance of the university, about 5 minutes away. In some cases, you 
can even find furnished rooms.  
Prices range from R$ 400 to R$ 800, all bills included. The easiest way of finding a vacant spot is getting in touch with the students who have 
been at the university for a while. 
 

3. “Morar UFABC” & “Repúblicas UFABC” (Facebook groups) 
 
The groups are run by students and are open to all students who wish to participate in it. Students are free to divulge vacancies where they 
live and to inform other participants of their interest in a place to live. They’re closed groups, but you can easily ask to join. The activity is in 
Portuguese, but we can help you getting in touch with other students if you should need.  
The pages are located at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/508526529199286/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/633597580013005/ 
 
 

4. Specialized websites 
 
You can try websites that arrange room rentals, but don’t expect them to be updated very frequently. We can recommend EasyQuarto (in 
Portuguese), where we found the lowest monthly rates advertised by homeowners who wish to rent out rooms for students or borders. You 
can contact us if you need any help communicating with them. 
 

http://spalbergue.com.br/en/item/bookings/
http://www.pousadadosfranceses.com.br/en/booking/private-room/
http://www.pousadadosfranceses.com.br/en/booking/private-room/
https://www.hihostels.com/info/membership
https://www.facebook.com/groups/508526529199286/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/633597580013005/
http://www.easyquarto.com.br/
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MONEY MATTERS 

Living in Brazil can get a bit expensive. The cost of living can vary a lot according to one’s needs, but if you allow for food, rent, utilities, health 
insurance, transport, mobile, you should expect to spend about US$800/month, while living in close proximity to campus in a shared 
apartment. Depending on the location and price range, you might even have to share a room. Meals at the campus restaurant cost R$ 3,75 for 
students; during the week, both lunch and dinner are served, but on Saturdays, only lunch is served. On Sundays, the restaurant closes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, YOU CAN CONTACT THE INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS OFFICE AT incoming@ufabc.edu.br 
 

http://ri.ufabc.edu.br 

mailto:incoming@ufabc.edu.br

